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What ean YOU do?

Whether you live near the coast or far away in a major
metropolitan city, Louisiana’s coastal wetland loss affects you.
From the gas you put in your car, the fuel that heats your home,
and the seafood supplied to restaurants and grocery stores,
Louisiana’s coastal riches are valued and enjoyed nationwide.
Public participation is vital to help turn the tide on this national
crisis. Everyone is encouraged to take part in the planning,
protection and restoration of our nation’s coastal wetlands.

Here are a few things you can do to address our nation’s wetland
loss crisis, and help “Turn the Tide!”
* Attend CWPPRA public meetings

* Attend Coastal Protection and Restoration Authority
(CPRA) meetings

* Subscribe to WaterMarks
(CWPPRA’s news and information publication)

* Subscribe to the Breaux Act Newsflash (www.LaCoast.gov)
* Study coastal wetland loss and restoration issues

* Become a coastal restoration volunteer

CONTACT US FOR MORE INFORMATION AT:
www.LaCoast.gov or (337) 266-8623

Photo: NWRC

As the science of wetland restoration evolves, public
participation is a key element in assuring the continuation of

these vital programs.
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The Coastal Wetlands Planning, Protection and
Restoration Act (Public Law 101-646, Title
111-CWPPRA), signed into law by President
e Bush in 1990 and reauthorized in 2005,
les approximately $60 million annually
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New Orleans

ce
the Arm J.S. Army Corﬁ?d:‘l_inginéers,
ntal Protection Agency - Region 6
of the Interior - U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
* U.S. Department of Agriculture - Natural Resources Conservation Service
* U.S. Department of Commerce - NOAA National Marine Fisheries Service

The Louisiana Department of Natural Resources is the local cost-share partner.

d tﬁrgugh a f_edt‘aral-state partners&*
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Photo: Plaguemines Parish Government
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No fime to lose,..

An ecosystem of enormous national
significance is vanishing into the
Gulf of Mexico at an alarming rate.
In the past century, Louisiana has
lost more than one million acres from
its coast. Every 42 minutes one acre,
an area roughly the size of a football
field, vanishes. With every acre lost,
an essential habitat moves closer
to extinction. Billions of dollars
in seafood production, oil and gas
revenue, and commercial shipping
will be lost without Louisiana's
coastal wetlands, which provide the
basis and support for these critically
important national industries. In
terms of human life and culture, the
value of these wetlands is beyond
estimation.

o

Residents of Louisiana are
gladdened by the recovery of
the state bird, which thrives

. . . in warm, coastal estuarine
As this land disappears, tropical [FE0esi ass EaE e

storms and hurricanes like Katrina |5 Siibinscel i)

and Rita strike populated areas with |5 IBI_OW“ Pelican’s U-s-
- - population now  exceedas

greater force and bring deva_statlon historic levels.

to the many people and businesses

that live and depend on
this valuable region.
Healthy marsh provides
a buffer to these storms,
and the wetlands’
ability to absorb high
water and to slow
strong winds is key to
the survival of coastal
communities.  Every
year, as wetlands lose
ground, these forces
hit harder and closer to
home.

More than 1,900 square miles of Louisiana’s
coastal wetlands have disappeared into the sea.
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L’&m&/ Area Cﬁmfye in Coastal Louisiana from 1956 fo 2006:

1956 Land
1956 Water

@ Fastlands: Agricultural, developed, and upland areas surrounded by levees that are generally considered
non-wetlands (Louisiana Office of State Registrar (LOSR), 2002) and that are excluded from calculations of net land area change.
1956 to 2006 Land Loss": Based on direct comparison of 1956 and 2006 (modified from Barras and others, 2008).

@ 1956 to 2006 Land Gain™: Based on direct comparison of 1956 and 2006 (modified from Barras and others, 2008).

— Basin Boundary: These boundaries include the shared area between the hydrologic basins defined by CWPPRA (1993)

and the boundary of the Louisiana Coastal Area (LCA) study (Barras and others, 2003).
= Hurricane Track

“Data were filtered to depict larger areas of loss and gain greater than 3.5 acres (1.4 ha) in size and to remove noise and increase the confidence of the depicted trends.
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Barras, J.A., Bernier, J.C., and Morton, R.A., 2008, Land area change in coastal
Louisiana-A multidecadal perspective (from 1956 to 2006): U.S. Geological Survey
Scientific Investigations Map 3019, scale 1:250,000, 14 p. pamphlet.

Examples of CWPPRA Resteration Technigues:

Between 1990 and/ 2009, CWPPRA has completed or: initiated 145 projects.

@ Black Bayou Culverts @ Pecan Island Terracing © Timbalier Island Dune O North Lake Mechant © West Bay Sediment
Hydrologic Restoration (ME-14) and Marsh Creation (TE-40) Landbridge Restoration Diversion (MR-03)

After the storms...

Hurricanes Katrina and Rita resulted in the destruction of more than 199 square miles of coastal wetlands during their landfalls. The loss attributed to
these storms exceeds the wetland losses that had been projected to occur in the entire State over the next 20 years. Viewed in relation to New Orleans
alone, all of the wetlands that were expected to erode in the New Orleans area over the next 50 years were lost in a single day during the landfall of
Hurricane Katrina. In addition, Hurricane Katrina destroyed or substantially damaged about one half of the State’s barrier islands along the Gulf of
Mexico (Louisiana Coastal Protection and Restoration Technical Report (Draft) U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, New Orleans District).






