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Strategy Selection

The Breaux Act Technical Committee met on February 8, 2001 and selected the following strategy for the Atchafalaya Delta. The attached table summarizes the actions of the Technical Committee. The Region 3 Regional Planning Team members are requested to start considering projects for this strategy.  The Breaux Act agencies are available to help with this preliminary project development.

 Project Nomination

 The Atchafalaya Delta Subcommittee of the Region 3 RPT will meet at  Morgan City Municipal Auditorium on March 7 at 10 am.  The Subcommittee will discuss  the selected strategy and consider the most effective projects do accomplish it. The Technical Committee encourages the Subcommittees to develop only the best projects. If too many projects are developed, screening, which must be done within a limited time,  can only be cursory.  The projects must be consistent with the strategies. 

Once a limited number of projects are nominated for each strategy, the Subcommittee will assign a Breaux Act agency to develop the data necessary to prepare fact sheets on each nominated project.  

Project Development
The agencies will complete these Fact Sheets by April 6.  During the remainder of April, the Environmental and Engineering Work Groups will meet to apply the Coast 2050 criteria to each project and the Engineering Work Group will estimate the preliminary fully funded cost of each project.  All this information will be furnished to the Planning and Evaluation Subcommittee who will prepare a matrix of projects by basin in order of ranked strategies.  This matrix will be mailed to the Technical Committee by May 7.  The Technical Committee will meet on May 17 and select 20 projects or fewer as Phase 0 candidates for PL 11.

These candidate projects will be analyzed by the Engineering and Environmental Work Groups during the summer and fall.  In early January 2002, the Breaux Act Task Force will select the projects for PL 11.  

Description and Status of Selected Strategy for the Atchafalaya Delta

2. Increase deltaic land building where feasible.  This strategy entails implementing a delta management plan in Atchafalaya Bay to maximize land building.  One feature would be to separate navigation from the delta development zone, thereby allowing more efficient delta growth and reduced navigation channel maintenance.  Another element of the strategy would be to train a delta lobe to extend toward Four League Bay to protect nearby mainland marshes from storm surges and to increase the amount of sediment available for transit into the marshes from storms.  The Atchafalaya Bay plan would attempt to contain land building sediments in Atchafalaya Bay rather than filling bays to the west.  The Atchafalaya Bay plan would maintain the processes that preserve the mainland wetlands in the Atchafalaya outlets area.  Other areas where land building is feasible should be investigated.  This strategy is anticipated to create substantial amounts of marsh by 2050.

Status of Strategy.  Two Breaux Act projects (Big Island Mining and Atchafalaya Sediment Delivery) have been built using this strategy and a third project (Castillle Pass) has been approved
