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Strategy Selection

The Breaux Act Technical Committee met on February 8, 2001 and selected the following strategy for the Teche-Vermilion Basin. The attached table summarizes the actions of the Technical Committee. The Region 3 Regional Planning Team members are requested to start considering projects for this strategy.  The Breaux Act agencies are available to help with this preliminary project development.

 Project Nomination

 The Teche-Vermilion Basin Subcommittee of the Region 3 RPT will meet at  Morgan City Municipal Auditorium on March 7 from 11 am to 1 p.m.  The Subcommittee will discuss  the selected strategy and consider the most effective projects do accomplish it. The Technical Committee encourages the Subcommittees to develop only the best projects. If too many projects are developed, screening, which must be done within a limited time,  can only be cursory.  The projects must be consistent with the strategies. 

Once a limited number of projects are nominated for each strategy, the Subcommittee will assign a Breaux Act agency to develop the data necessary to prepare fact sheets on each nominated project.  

Project Development
The agencies will complete these Fact Sheets by April 6.  During the remainder of April, the Environmental and Engineering Work Groups will meet to apply the Coast 2050 criteria to each project and the Engineering Work Group will estimate the preliminary fully funded cost of each project.  All this information will be furnished to the Planning and Evaluation Subcommittee who will prepare a matrix of projects by basin in order of ranked strategies.  This matrix will be mailed to the Technical Committee by May 7.  The Technical Committee will meet on May 17 and select 20 projects or fewer as Phase 0 candidates for PL 11.

These candidate projects will be analyzed by the Engineering and Environmental Work Groups during the summer and fall.  In early January 2002, the Breaux Act Task Force will select the projects for PL 11.  

Description and Status of Selected Strategy for the Teche-Vermilion Basin

10.  Restore historic hydrologic conditions of major tidal exchange points or prevent adverse tidal exchange points between Gulf/lake, lake/marsh, bay/marsh, gulf/bay and marsh/navigation channel locations. This strategy could be used to restore vast acres of marshes to their natural or historic salinity regimes as occurred before 1949.  Both natural and man-made impacts could be ameliorated through construction of projects designed to reduce saltwater intrusion, increase freshwater input, reduce wind/wave erosion, manage hydrology, and contain man-made channels within prescribed dimensions.  This strategy would also allow for projects to be constructed which would restore natural drainage patterns.  Impacts to navigation interests would be required to be considered during the project development phase. For example, this strategy could reduce cross-sections of Southwest Pass in a manner acceptable to navigation, in order to restore historic, hydrologic and salinity conditions in order to protect wetlands and restore tidal prism.

Status of Strategy. Several completed Breaux Act projects contain features that address this strategy: Point au Fer, Lake Chapaeau, Brady Canal, and Cote Blanche.  

15. Optimize Gulf Intracoastal Waterway flows into marshes and minimize direct flow into bays.  With this strategy, Gulf Intracoastal Waterway flows would be routed through wetland areas before draining into the bays.  Sediments and nutrients would be retained in the wetlands, and bay water temperatures would be increased.  This strategy is anticipated to preserve a moderate amount of marsh.

Status of Strategy.  Breaux Act sediment trapping projects at the Jaws and in Little Vermilion Bay help keep water in the GIWW. There are bank stabilization features on the GIWW in the Oaks/Avery and the Weeks Bay/Commercial Canal projects that also help keep water in the GIWW. 

6. Stabilize banks and/or cross-sections of any navigation channels for water conveyance and/or for restoring hydrology of adjacent marshes.  The Avoca Cutoff Channel, Bayou Chene, the Gulf Intracoastal Waterway (between the Atchafalaya River and Bayou Lafourche), and the Houma Navigation Canal would function as major conveyance channels for Atchafalaya flow distribution.  Some of the banks have deteriorated.  To perform a conveyance function, the deteriorated channel banks would need to be rebuilt and stabilized.  This strategy acts synergistically with Strategies 3 through 5 above and is requisite for strategy 4.  Taken together, strategies 3 through 6 are anticipated to preserve a substantial amount of marsh through 2050.  This strategy would also allow for restoration to authorized widths and depths of navigation channels in order to restore existing hydrologic patterns affecting adjacent marshes.

Status of Strategy. There is extensive bank stabilization along Freshwater Bayou that was built under the Breaux Act.  There are bank stabilization features on the GIWW in the Oaks/Avery and the WeeksBay/Commercial Canal projects. 

