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The project area is located 
Basin in Plaquemines Parish south of Venice, Louisiana, 
adjacent to the Red, Tiger, and Grand Passes. 

 in the Mississippi River Delta 

Between 1932 and 1974, the mapping unit lost 38,400 of 
59,640 acres of marsh as a result of subsidence, tropical 
storm activity, canal creation and maintenance, and 
hydrologic modification. Between 1974 and 1990, another 
13,260 acres of land was lost. It is estimated that without 
restoration efforts, more than 91 percent of the remaining 
land will be lost by the year 2050. 

The project will create marsh in open water areas that were 
nearly solid wetlands in 1956 by depositing material acquired 
through dedicated dredging and by constructing crevasses. It is 
anticipated that 178 acres of marsh will be created by 
hydraulically dredging material from Grand and Tiger Passes. 
The dredged material will be pumped into open water areas 
without the use of containment dikes. Existing marsh 
boundaries will aid in the retention of dredged material and the 
re-establishment of marsh habitat. Four crevasses will be 
constructed to convey the sediment-laden waters of Grand and 
Tiger Passes into the benefitted areas. Three existing crevasses 
off of Tiger Pass will be enhanced through bifurcation dredging 
(splitting the crevasses’ delivery channels into “Y” shapes to 
more closely mimic natural river processes). Two sets of two 
36-inch diameter culverts will be installed under Venice Marina 
Road, thereby increasing the hydrologic connection between the 
areas divided by the road. Two gaps will also be installed 
between Pass Tante Phine and the adjacent project site, thereby 
increasing hydrologic connectivity.

The Louisiana Coastal Wetlands Conservation and Restoration 
Task Force approved funding for engineering and design at 
their February 2006 meeting. 

This project is on Priority Project List 15.
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Dredged material will be pumped into the open-water area in the center of 
the photograph, as well as two other areas seen in the background. Part of 
the town of Venice, Louisiana, is visible between the marsh creation areas. 
This picture was taken prior to Hurricane Katrina, which caused extensive 
damage.
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Approved Date:  2006     Project Area:  1,944 acres

Approved Funds: $1.1 M Total Est. Cost:  $9.0 M

Net Benefit After 20 Years:  511 acres

Status: Engineering and Design

Project Type: Marsh Creation and Water Diversion

Progress to Date
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