In-office pre-field methods
1. Locate the potential CRMS site on a GIS map using the most current imagery and overlay the 1km2 grid of 200m squares.  Proceed to 2.
2. Determined if land rights are an issue.


A. If land rights are denied or restricted…



a. Follow land owner restrictions and proceed to 3.





OR



b. Reselect CRMS site following established methods.


B. If land rights are  accepted, proceed to 3.

3. Can you consistently access the center point of the 1km2?  Is the 200m square >55% land and is the center point over land?


A. If YES to these questions, proceed to 4.


B. If you can not consistently access† the center point, proceed to 5, “Moving the 200m square”


C. If the center of the square is not over land or the square is not >55% land, proceed to 5, “Moving the 200m square”

4. Is open water available in the 200m square for the continuous recorder? Is the water characteristic of what is influencing the marsh that will be sampled? Is it hydrologically connected to the marsh?


A. If YES to these questions, use the center 200m square.  Proceed to step 5 for backup points.


B. If there is no open water, it is not characteristic, or it is not connected, proceed to 5, “Moving the 200m Square”.

5. “Moving the 200m square” 

· Examine the 100m grid on the current photography.  
· Record the GPS point for the original center point of the CRMS site.
· Select the next 4 possible center point locations.  These center points must fall on grid nodes.
· Your first attempt should be to move in the four cardinal directions from the original center point.  Upon selecting any potential points, follow the above decision tree. 

· If all of these do not qualify…

· Your next attempt should be the diagonals connected to the original center point.

· Continue outwards, selecting points that are closer to the original center first.

· Before a new point is accepted it must fall under the same Visser/Sasser classification as the original center point or the land that is closest to it.  If the original center point is no longer the same as the listed classification, then it must be reclassified.

· Priorities for choosing a site are as follows:


1) Same Visser/Sasser classification as the original centerpoint


2) Available water for sonde deployment


3) Minimum distance to centerpoint

· If they are accepted, record their GPS location data.

· Your four new points should be in a priority list of 1-4 with 1 being the closest to the center point and proceeding outward.

· If you can find a location that is acceptable except for water availability, return to the grid node that is closest to the center point and use the modified well installation.

· If you CAN NOT find any acceptable 200m square within the 1km2, reject and reselect the CRMS site location following established methods.  STOP.

6. When proceeding to the field, take all 5 points that have been selected (the original center point and the 4 most acceptable alternates).  Use these locations when scouting in case of land/marsh alteration since the photography was taken.

†Special Note: Consistent access is defined by the ability to reliably reach the beginning of the access boardwalk at least once each month by a route that will cause minimum or no long term irreversible damage to the local marsh.
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