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1 Coastal Louisiana has experienced alicl®
net decrease of 1,883 square miles of
land between 1932 and 2010.

Restoring Louisianado

ast al wetl ands. Those uni theye

‘ want to be land or want to be water. Where nutrients abound and fi
and wildlife teem at rates incomparable to other environments.
some, coastal wetlands are viewed as muddy, Heseéen, inhospitable

places to be avoided at all costs. To others, these are highly produg Over a four year period between

" highly

environments,
abundant in natural
resources to be
managed and

harvested. And to still
others, coastal
- wetlands are magical
worlds to be explored,

appreciated, and

enjoyed.

Whatever your view
might be, it s
undeniable that coastal
wetlands perform
highly important
functions and provide
valuable
services. Water
filtration, water
storage, flood
protection, critical
habitat for fish and
wildlife, recreational
" opportunities and the
carbon sequestration

2004-2008, hurricanes Katrina, Rita,
Gustav, and I|ke transformed
approximately 328 square miles of
marsh to open watér.

The land loss rates on the Louisiand
coast have slowed from an average of
more than 30 square miles per year
between 1956 and 1978, to an
estimated 16.75 square miles per year
from 1985 to 2010. If this recent loss
were to occur at a constant rate, it
would equate to losing an area the size
of a football field per hout

An additional 1750 square miles of
land is at risk of being lost in the next
50 years if nothing is doné.

Learn = more about
Loui si anadods
crisis and
done to turn the tide.




are just some of the ways the qualit
of our daily lives is directly impacted
by the quality and quantity of our
coastal wetlands. This should b
reason enough to work together tc '
protect them. ‘

Nowhere is this more evident than i f

the coastal regions of Louisiana. Tt ) I TS
coastal wetlands of this Gulf Coas
state are inextricably tied to the
history, culture and way of life for
the two million residents that call i
home. But it is a place and a people
that are in jeopardy of being lost.
While Louisiana is home to 40% o |
our nati onods coaj
lower 48 states, it is experiencing
80% of our annual wetland loss.
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You will find a number of QR codes throughout this booklet. A QR code is a type of bar code
designed for use with smart phones and other devices that contain cameras. Scanning these
codes will take you to websites and other online information. To take advantage of these QR
codes, youodll need to make sure that you ha
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CULTURE

Louisianads <coast al wetl ands have playe
treasured culture and heritage unlike any in the world. A rich and varied mix of cultural
groups from all over the globe helped to create an unparalleled and distinctive blend of
music, food, and way of life. Not only do the residents of Louisiana value this ongoing
cultural legacy, but millions of visitors do as well. In 2012 alone, 26.3 million people
visited the state, spending $10.7 billfon.

FISHERIES
The economic i mpact of Louisianads Cco0mme
be overstated. Contributing approxi mat e

sustaining more than 40,000 jobs, not only is the fishing industry directly tied to the culture
and heritage born of the coastal wetlands, it is an economic engine to be appreciated
and cultivated. Perhaps no other industry in Louisiana is so dependent on the health of
our coastal wetlands.

HABITAT
Deltas, and the estuaries they create, are highly productive and highly valuable habitats.
Loui sianads <coast al wetl ands teem with

wildlife. It is a critical flyway for migratory birds and provides critical habitat for many
endangered and threatened species. It is the intersection of the habitat, the resources i
provides, and the people that call it home that make coastal Louisiana so special and the
reason it is so important to preserve, conserve, and restore for all inhabitants.



