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C 
oastal wetlands. Those unique areas that canõt decide whether they 
want to be land or want to be water. Where nutrients abound and fish 
and wildlife teem at rates incomparable to other environments. To 

some, coastal wetlands are viewed as muddy, insect-laden, inhospitable 
places to be avoided at all costs. To others, these are highly productive 

e n v i r o n m e n t s , 
abundant in natural 
resources to be 
m a n a g e d  a n d 
harvested. And to still 
o t h e r s ,  c o a s t a l 
wetlands are magical 
worlds to be explored, 
appreciated, and 

enjoyed.  

Whatever your view 
might be, it is 
undeniable that coastal 
wetlands perform 
h igh ly  impor tant 
functions and provide 
h i g h l y  va l u a b l e 
s e r v i c e s .  Wa t e r 
f i l t ra t i o n ,  wa te r 
s t o r a g e ,  f l o o d 
protection, critical 
habitat for fish and 
wildlife, recreational 
opportunities and the 
carbon sequestration 
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¶ Coastal Louisiana has experienced a 

net decrease of 1,883 square miles of 

land between 1932 and 2010.1  

¶ Over a four year period between 

2004-2008, hurricanes Katrina, Rita, 

Gustav, and Ike transformed 

approximately 328 square miles of 

marsh to open water.2 

¶ The land loss rates on the Louisiana 

coast have slowed from an average of 

more than 30 square miles per year 

between 1956 and 1978, to an 

estimated 16.75 square miles per year 

from 1985 to 2010. If this recent loss 

were to occur at a constant rate, it 

would equate to losing an area the size 

of a football field per hour.1 

¶ An additional 1750 square miles of 

land is at risk of being lost in the next 

50 years if nothing is done. 3 

 

Learn more about 
Louisianaõs coastal 
crisis and whatõs being  
done to turn the tide. 
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are just some of the ways the quality 
of our daily lives is directly impacted 
by the quality and quantity of our 
coastal wetlands.  This should be 
reason enough to work together to 

protect them. 

Nowhere is this more evident than in 
the coastal regions of Louisiana. The 
coastal wetlands of this Gulf Coast 
state are inextricably tied to the 
history, culture and way of life for 
the two million residents that call it 
home. But it is a place and a people 
that are in jeopardy of being lost. 
While Louisiana is home to 40% of 
our nationõs coastal wetlands in the 
lower 48 states, it is experiencing 

80% of our annual wetland loss.  

 

 

You will find a number of QR codes throughout this booklet. A QR code is a type of bar code 

designed for use with smart phones and other devices that contain cameras. Scanning these 

codes will take you to websites and other online information. To take advantage of these QR  

codes, youôll need to make sure that you have a QR reader app installed on your device.  

%ÎÈÁÎÃÅ ÙÏÕÒ ÕÎÄÅÒÓÔÁÎÄÉÎÇ 
1ÕÉÃË 2ÅÓÐÏÎÓÅ #ÏÄÅÓ 

Photo by Diane Huhn 



The economic impact of Louisianaõs commercial and recreational fishing industries cannot 

be overstated. Contributing approximately $3.5 billion to the stateõs economy and 

sustaining more than 40,000 jobs, not only is the fishing industry directly tied to the culture 

and heritage born of the coastal wetlands, it is an economic engine to be appreciated 

and cultivated.5 Perhaps no other industry in Louisiana is so dependent on the health of 

our coastal wetlands.  

FISHERIES 

Deltas, and the estuaries they create, are highly productive and highly valuable habitats. 

Louisianaõs coastal wetlands teem with hundreds of species of aquatic and terrestrial 

wildlife. It is a critical flyway for migratory birds and provides critical habitat for many 

endangered and threatened species. It is the intersection of the habitat, the resources it 

provides, and the people that call it home that make coastal Louisiana so special and the 

reason it is so important to preserve, conserve, and restore for all inhabitants. 

HABITAT 

W H A T õ S  A T  S T A K E ? 

Louisianaõs coastal wetlands have played an integral role in shaping a unique and 

treasured culture and heritage unlike any in the world. A rich and varied mix of cultural 

groups from all over the globe helped to create an unparalleled and distinctive blend of 

music, food, and way of life. Not only do the residents of Louisiana value this ongoing 

cultural legacy, but millions of visitors do as well. In 2012 alone, 26.3 million people 

visited the state, spending $10.7 billion.4 

CULTURE 



  

The Louisiana coast is a working coast and is home to critical and extensive energy and 

navigation infrastructure. With five of the top fifteen national shipping ports found within its 

borders, the waters of Louisiana handle about one-fifth of all waterborne commerce in the 

United States, making the state a vital intermediary for foreign and domestic trade.6 In 

addition, more than 80% of the stateõs offshore oil and gas is produced off Louisianaõs 

coast, and 25% of the nationõs foreign and domestic oil comes ashore on Louisiana roads 

and waterways.7 

INDUSTRY 

 

Louisianaõs coastal wetlands provide important natural buffer zones from tropical storms, 

hurricanes, and other natural and manmade disasters. Healthy wetlands can provide the 

vital function of reducing storm energy and storm-generated water surges that cause 

flooding. As Louisianaõs wetlands disappear, communities and businesses are becoming 

exposed and vulnerable to disaster. Coastal restoration can ultimately ensure protected 

communities, vibrant industries, and a thriving ecosystem.  

STORM PROTECTION 

  

 

The Mississippi River watershed terminates in Louisianaõs coastal zone, bringing with it 

nutrient-rich runoff from 31 states and two Canadian provinces.  Today, levees channel most 

of this runoff into the Gulf of Mexico.  Before the levees were built, however, Louisianaõs 

wetlands filtered many of these sediments and nutrients, converting them into biologically 

useful materials.  For generations, Louisianaõs coastal zone has provided a wonderful place 

to grown sugar cane, rice and citrus; graze cattle, harvest crawfish and alligator; and grow 

a multitude of other produce. 

WATER QUALITY & AGRICULTURE 



I Rememberé 

I  
n the spring of 2012, the Outreach Team for the Coastal 
Wetlands Planning, Protection, and Restoration Act 
(CWPPRA)  embarked on a project not only to honor 

eleven dedicated stewards of the Louisiana wetlands but also 
to encourage a new generation of coastal caretakers to 
enter the world of habitat protection and preservation. By 
combining oral histories, environmental portraits, and other 
works illustrating the distinctive chronicles and memoirs of the 
people who have used Louisiana wetlands as their home and 
environment, the òI Rememberó project is providing a unique 
and creative pathway to one of CWPPRAõs overarching 
goals: engaging citizens of coastal communities in protecting 
and restoring the critical coastal wetland habitats upon which 

they depend upon. 

 

As time passes and environments change and ways of life 

evolve, it is important to document these histories. Not just to 

record an interesting and colorful history, but to learn and 

appreciate and effect change. In 

south Louisiana, documenting our past 

can serve as a motivating force for 

why we should continue to work hard 

to save our coast. Bayou Grace and 

CWPPRA are dedicated to this 

shared vision.  

SHARED VISION 
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Why Should We Save Coastal Louisiana? 

I  
n the fall of 2010, Bayou Grace Community Services 
launched a coastal land loss awareness project. 
Participants were asked to document why they 

personally felt it was important to save coastal Louisiana and 

were photographed with their response.  

Over the next three years, more than one thousand 
photographs have been collected and featured in a variety 
of mediums to help raise awareness about Louisianaõs coastal 
crisis. The goal of this ongoing project is to inspire ordinary, 
everyday citizens from around the nation and the world to 
restore and exercise good stewardship for the coastal 
wetlands of not only Louisiana, but of the threatened 

environments that we all depend on everywhere. 

It seemed a natural fit to bring together these two unique, 

powerful, and complimentary projects. Just as there are many 

stories to tell and reasons to work for restoration, there are many 

avenues to spur people to action. We 

hope the stories, messages, and 

images in this book will inspire you to 

begin, or continue, a journey of 

working on behalf of our coastal 

wetlands and the fish, wildlife, and 

people that depend on them. 

SHARED COMMITTMENT 



We are the Wetlands 
 

E 
arly settlers of the Louisiana wetlands must have 
undoubtedly faced a harsh and challenging 
environment in which to build their communities. But 

an amazing and unique culture was born of their tenacity. 
The culture of south Louisiana is as tied to and dependent 
on the wetlands as are the livelihoods of those that call it 
home. Even the passage of time is not measured by the 
standard of winter, spring, summer, and fall, but rather by 
the seasons of the wetland bountyéshrimp season, oyster 
season, alligator season, duck season, trapping season, 

crab season, crawfish season, and so on.  

The rhythm of a life tied to the rhythm of nature is 
something very special. Itõs a way of life that gets in your 
blood. Itõs a way of life that should be treasured, 

preserved, and passed on to generations to come.  

Aware of the ongoing connections 
between man and nature, Louisiana 
wetland conservation is an innate way of 
life for Kerry St. Pé, Director of the 
Barataria-Terrebonne National Estuary 

Program. 
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