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Strategy Selection

The Breaux Act Technical Committee met on February 8, 2001 and selected the following strategies for the Mermentau Basin. The attached table summarizes the actions of the Technical Committee. The Region 4 Regional Planning Team members are requested to start considering projects for these strategies.  The Breaux Act agencies are available to help with this preliminary project development.

 Project Nomination

 The Mermentau Subcommittee of the Region 4 RPT will meet from 1-3 p.m.  on March 15 at the Rockefeller Wildlife Refuge.  The Subcommittee will discuss each of the selected strategies and consider the most effective projects do accomplish each strategy. The Technical Committee encourages the Subcommittees to develop only the best projects. If too many projects are developed, screening, which must be done within a limited time,  can only be cursory.  The projects must be consistent with the strategies. 

Once a limited number of projects are nominated for each strategy, the Subcommittee will assign a Breaux Act agency to develop the data necessary to prepare fact sheets on each nominated project.  

Project Development
The agencies will complete these Fact Sheets by April 6.  During the remainder of April, the Environmental and Engineering Work Groups will meet to apply the Coast 2050 criteria to each project and the Engineering Work Group will estimate the preliminary fully funded cost of each project.  All this information will be furnished to the Planning and Evaluation Subcommittee who will prepare a matrix of projects by basin in order of ranked strategies.  This matrix will be mailed to the Technical Committee by May 7.  The Technical Committee will meet on May 17 and select 20 projects or fewer as Phase 0 candidates for PL 11.

These candidate projects will be analyzed by the Engineering and Environmental Work Groups during the summer and fall.  In early January 2002, the Breaux Act Task Force will select the projects for PL 11.  

Description and Status of Selected Strategies for the Mermentau Basin

4. Move water from Lakes Subbasin across Highway 82 with including outfall management and flood protection where needed.  This strategy is two-fold: to evacuate excess water from the Lakes Subbasin, and to provide freshwater to the Chenier Subbasin.  Water could be moved from the north with a series of gravity drainage structures and/or pumps along Highway 82.  A prerequisite for such structures or pumps would be to improve drainage south of Highway 82, perhaps establishing a flow-through system.  Outfall management of the excess water north and south of Hwy. 82 (or from anywhere within the subbasin) would should be included in any project proposals if needed.  This strategy is anticipated to preserve a major amount of marsh by 2050.

Status of Strategy. A project using this strategy was approved on PL 9.  There is also a small diversion out of White Lake.  

8.  Restore historic hydrologic and salinity conditions throughout Region 4 to protect wetlands from hydrologic modification and maintain navigation where necessary at major tidal exchange points specifically at Gulf to lake and lake to marsh interchanges.  This strategy is designed to transform existing wetland habitats, impacted by adverse hydrologic activities, to historic conditions.  Much of the historic land loss in Region 4 occurred from 1956-1983 and was due to altered hydrology, flooding, and wind/wave erosion.  Salinities have increased throughout the region due to the construction of numerous canals and navigation channels.  Hydrologic patterns and overland sheet flow have been altered and/or restricted due to construction of levees and placement of numerous water control drainage structures.  This strategy is expected to preserve a moderate amount of marsh by 2050.

Status of Strategy. Several Breaux Act projects, some complete, many under study, address features of this strategy: Humble Canal, Little Pecan Bayou, Sweet/Willow Lakes, Cameron Creole Plugs, and Highway 384. 


16.  Stabilize Grand Lake and White Lake shorelines.  These two very large lakes are experiencing significant shoreline erosion.  In many areas the historic shoreline rim is completely lost, exposing interior organic soil marshes to high wave energy.  Shoreline stabilization should address the ongoing direct loss as well as increasing rates of loss for interior marshes which otherwise would be exposed to wave energy.  This strategy is expected to preserve a major amount of marsh by 2050.

Status of Strategy. Projects to address this strategy have been nominated, but not selected.  There was a plantings demonstration on White Lake.

