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Project Description

The Atchafalaya Sediment Delivery Project 1962 to 1972, coarser materialg were l:.iepnsited into purposes. Dredged material on the channel deprivgtiun of sediment to wetland areas and the 2,000 acres (809.4ha) of the delta. Natal Channel
encompasses 2,181.55 acres (882.87 ha) of fresh the Atchafalaya Bay, and a p_ermd of distal bar_ and banks and increased channel depth have fnrn'!atmn of a shallow delta platform in _the eastern and Castille Pass are tertiary channels on the east
wetlands located in the northwestern region of the subaqueous delta bar accretion occurred. During created unnatural conditions, forming a conduit portion of the Alchafalaya Bay. Reopening Natal side of East Pass. Each of these channels was
Alchafalaya Delta within the Atchafalaya Delta the progradational phase of the delta grmfn.r_th, which for river sediment to the Gulf of Mexico Channel and CEStIll_E Pass will supply fresh water dredged at an elevation of -10.0 feet (-3m).
Wildlife Management Area in St. Mary Parish, occurred between 1373 and 1376, deposition of depriving the adjacent delta environments of and suspended sediment to 2,000 acres (809.4 Construction for dredging began February 1, 1998
Louisiana. The project is bounded by East Pass to coarse sediment accounted for grumt'th of new land sediment critical to the delta-building process. Also, ha) of de_lta environm e_nts. The postconstruction and ended on March 28, 1998.

the northwest, Atchafalaya Bay to the south and at an average rate of 2.05 square miles per year 1o distributary channels in the eastern portion of the features include dredging Natal Channel and

southeast, and Mile Island to the northeast. A form its present subaerial expression of 11.31 Atchafalaya Delta have undergone large Castille Pass and placing the dredged material at an

subaqueous delta formed at the mouth of the square miles. The Atchafalaya Delta is bisected by the Lower reductions in cross-sectional area and flow elevation suitable for emergent marsh vegetation.

Alchafalaya River between 1952 and 1962 with the Atchafalaya River navigation cI'_lanneI, which _is n*!aintained efficiency, further reducing sediment delivery to the Since renpening these channels, fresl'! water and

introduction of silts and fine sands to the bay. From by the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers for navigational delta lobes. These restrictions have resulted in the suspended sediment have been supplied to up to
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cl - B - Ih}lezp[]rggmﬂlatru_ct;@ﬂ hdamta_t ?EE"IE ?rere dﬁ””ed fl_’r:mrg Mational Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration
Llass 199. 1997 1998 000 “| ged R LD Wl IEabeaacia | PROtGURaB Rt e gulke Mational Marine Fisheries Service
F’:rﬂject"ﬁgrea 1994 199? 1993 Zﬂﬂﬂ on December 19, 1994 and Movember 24, 1997
=i Sl e i e " QG 1 The 1998 postconstruction habitat data was derived
I_-..Eresh.ﬂ-peh W'ataf 1251 9 849? BEEE 21 4 from 1:24,000 color infrared aeral photography
- Submerged Aquatics 00 6433  864.3 404.6 Scale 1:17,000 acquired by the Louisiana Department of Wildlife
LS. Department of the Interior Hies ﬁﬂarsh 142.1 2168 D e and Fisheries on Movember 3, 1998, The 2000
US. Geological Survey - BeachBar/Flat 720.9 429.7  302.2 460.3 0.5 0 0.5 1 15 Miles postconstruction habitat data was derived from
National Wetlands Research Center Wetland Scrub-Shrub 36.7 14.0 78.2 100.6 : : : 1:12,000 color infrared photography acquired

. Wetland Forested 0.0 28.1 31.0 36.5 —— . ——— Novemnber 15, 2000 Habitat classification is

Lafayette, Louisiana
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